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We have “gained access”/We have “obtained our introduction” into this grace in which we stand.  The word access or 
introduction was used of a ship being ushered into a safe harbour and it was also used when someone was ushered into the 
presence of royalty. Mephibosheth was ushered into the presence of King David. Through Jesus we have been ushered into 
the grace of God. 

ANALOGIES                

                   STORY OF MEPHIBOSHETH                                                                                OUR STORY 

1. Mephibosheth once enjoyed fellowship with his                      So did Adam and Eve – with their Father. 

father. 

 

2. When disaster struck fear came, Mephibosheth fell                 When sin came, humanity fell which left us                            

and was crippled for the rest of his life.                                        permanently crippled.  

 

3. King David, because of his covenant love (mercy,                   God, because of his unconditional acceptance of                                                                                               

kindness) for Jonathan, sought out anyone in Saul’s                    us seeks anyone to whom he might extend his                                                                                                           

family to whom he might extend his grace.                                  grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                             

4. David kept his promise to Jonathan                                          God keeps his promise to us 

5. Saul was a tragic person who, though called to a high              The human race, born of the family of Adam, bears destiny, 

chose the path of disobedience to God. His                                   all the traits of the family of Saul.  Each one of us  

family was weak and followed their father (except                       walked in disobedience to God under the authority 

Jonathan). He ends up a broken man seeking counsel of  a           of the domain of darkness.         

witch.   

 
6. Jonathan was one of the family but utterly different.                Jesus came into the human family – he was one of                                                                                        

                                                                                                        us but utterly different. 

 

7. Jonathan and David made a covenant only with their              Jesus summed us up in himself, stood as us and for                   

future families in view. They stood as them and for them           us and entered into covenant with the Father on our 

and entered into a covenant on their behalf                                  behalf.  The covenant was made solely with us in   

                                                                                                      view. 

  

8. Mephibosheth was born years after the covenant          .         We were born 2000 years after the covenant was made.                                                                                            

made.                                

 

9. Mephibosheth was born into the family of  Saul.                    We were born into the family of Adam. 

 

10. Mephibosheth was a cripple and ignorant of the                   We were crippled by the Lie and ignorant of the covenant.                                                                                      

covenant. 

 

11. Mephibosheth lived in darkness and had a                            We lived in the darkness with a distorted image of  

distorted image of David. He didn’t know of David’s                 God never knowing of his love or of his designs   

love or of  his plans to show that love to him.                              of love towards us (Col 1:13 Msg; 1John 3:14).                              

                                                                                      

. 

12. Mephibosheth lived in the wilderness lost and dead            We lived in our wilderness lost & dead to God in  

to any covenant promises, in his hideout in Lo Debar.               our hideout of Lo Debar (“barren place”- wasteland)                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                           

13. Mephibosheth was called, found, rescued.                           God never gave up his pursuit of us and finally we 

                                                                                                    we were summoned by the Holy Spirit to hear the  

                                                                                                    Good News. 

 

 

 



 

 

14. Mephibosheth believed he would hear the words                  Many believe God is angry with them but stunned  

of an angry king, instead he was stunned by the words               by his love and forgiveness. It was all done in a      

of David’s love and forgiveness.                                                  covenant made before we were born in our   

                                                                                                       representative the Lord Jesus. 

 

15. He needed assurance.                                                              Rom 5:8 God demonstrates his own love for us in                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                       this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

                                                                                                        us. 

 

16. King David’s first words to him were: “Don’t be afraid,”       Jesus’(our king) most repeated command: “Fear 

(2Samuel 9:7)                                                                                 not.”  These words appear in every book of the                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                        Bible.         

  

17. David restored the cripple from his miserable                        God restored us from our own personal Lo Debar of existence - 

a place of barrenness and desolation - into                                    barrenness and depravity. He rescued us and brought a place of 

fellowship and honour.                                                                  us into a place of spiritual nourishment and intimate                                                                                                           

.                                                                                                      closeness.           

18. David adopted Mephibosheth into his royal family                We have been adopted as sons and daughters   

providing him with provisions, nourishment and                          into God’s royal ranks surrounded by ceaseless 

blessings forever.                                                                           delights.  All Jesus’ riches have been given to us.  

                                                                                                       We have become heirs. 

 
19. The crippled man had nothing, did nothing and                      We were sinners without hope and totally      

deserved nothing. He didn’t even try to win the king’s                 undeserving.  In no way worthy of God’s favour   

favour.  All he could do was humbly accept it.                              – all we can do is humbly accept it.  

        

20. His decision was his response to the covenant that                 Our decision is our response to the divine covenant was made in 

love – to say yes to David’s yes.                                                    that Love has made, to say yes to the yes of Jesus 

                                                                                                        the covenant head, to die in his death to in- 

                                                                                                        dependence and disobedience, confessing him as                                                                                                       

.                                                                                                       Lord. 

 

21. Mephibosheth “died” to being a part of the family                 We died to being part of the family of Adam - the             

of Saul to be included into the royal household. It                        “Old Man”- to being included into the royal house-    

meant changing families.                                                               hold of the “New Man”. 

 

22. Such a response would mean incurring the wrath of               Such a response would mean incurring the wrath of his family .                                                                                     

the family of sin and darkness that we were once a  

part of. They would treat us the way they treated 

Jesus. 

                                                                                                       

 

23. When Mephibosheth sat at the kings table he was                  One day we will sit with God alongside Paul and  treated as one 

of David’s own sons – no less than                                               Peter, Lydia, Priscilla, Mary, James, John,  

Absalom or Solomon.                                                                    Barnabas, Luke, martyrs, evangelists etc with no 

                                                                                                       emphasis on rank or title and no special regard 

                                                                                                       for high achievement.                 

                  

24 The adopted son’s limp was a constant reminder of                Our imperfect state keeps us from ever forgetting                                                                                  

the king’s grace.                                                                             that where sin abounds, grace superabounds. 

 

25. Mephibosheth was united to David (the covenant                 We take our place at the royal table along with the  

head) and made part of his history. He took his place                 royal princes and princesses and basking in the     

at the royal table along with the rest of the royal                         love of our Father we eat the meal of the covenant 

family and benefitted in every way from the covenant                 - now and forever. 

kindness of David. 

 

 


