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The Christian and Torah

Objective: What is the Christian’s approach to Torah? 
Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did 
not come to abolish, but to fulfil. For truly I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke 
shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished. 
Whoever annuls one of the least of these commandments and 
so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Mt5.17-20 
(NASB)
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The issue

For many, there is a lingering concern
Is the Church true to Jesus’ teaching when it comes to 
the Law?

Some take “contending earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude1.3) all the way 
back to Sinai

Many will recite 10C at start of every service

The Law is emphasised in the catechisms

Can we trust Paul that he is true to Jesus’ teachings?*

Some would go so far as to discard large parts of the NT 
and the whole of the OT (based on a reading of 2Cor5.15-17) *

e.g. The Westminster Larger 
Catechism (1648) says this: 
Q100: What special things are 
we to consider in the ten 
commandments?
A: We are to consider, in the ten 
commandments, the preface, the 
substance of the commandments 
themselves, and several annexed 
to some of them, the more to 
enforce them.

*not covered in this session
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Foundational principles

Focus: the theology of 
Christianity as elaborated by 
Paul

Principles:
Paul is a Hebrew theologian

He is a super-intelligent person

His writings are steeped in the 
Scriptures (i.e. Old Testament) 

He is not shy to quote contemporary 
literature and personages

Student of Gamaliel

After conversion, transformation of 
thinking (3-5y)

Gamaliel
One of 11 titled “Rabban” (together 
with grandfather Hillel)

President of the Sanhedrin

Attitude towards women

Shaped attitude towards Christians? 
(Act5;34-42 … v17-33)

Paul’s tutor

Did not seem to sink in
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Paul the enigma

Furious debates about Paul
Why only now?

The power of the institutional church 
“broken”?

Interpretation driven by 
denominational doctrinal integrity?

The lesson for music

The classical approach of Bach, 
Beethoven, Mozart, et al

The departure by Wagner, Dvorak, 
Mussorgsky, et al

How well did Paul know “THE 
Gospel” (according to Jesus)?

Clue: look to Luke

“I both love and hate Paul. Paul is like 
a bear you wrestle and when you think 
you finally “pinned” the bear, you look 
up and the bear is standing up again!” 
Gary Anderson. Amazon Review
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Who is this man Paul?

Ancestry
Israelite of tribe Benjamin (Rom11.1; Phil3.4,5; 
2Cor11.22)

Born in Tarsus, Cilicia (Act22.3, 34, 39)

Education
Fully competent in Hebrew, Aramaic, patois. 
(Ac21.40) (Greek, Latin?)

A Pharisee (Ac23.6; 26.4; Gal1.13-14; Phil3.5)

Taught by Gamaliel (Act22.3)

Very strict

Character
“blameless as touching the righteousness 
which is in the law” (Phil3.6; 1Tim1.12-13; 
2Tim1.3)

Conversion
Act9.1-9; 22.5-11; 26.12-20

His change of heart
1Cor15.9; Gal1,13, 22-24; Phil3.6; 1Tim1.13

cp. Mt5.4 (but he remained aware of his 
former state all the time)
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The geographical setting: apostolic period
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Historical context (Acts)

1.15 The 120 *
2.3-4 Apostles receive Spirit after baptism (and hands 

laid?)
2.5-40 Pentecost sermon, church grows
7 Stephen stoned
8.1-3 Great persecution in Judea and Samaria, many 

(all?) Christians flee except apostles
8.4-13 Philip to Samaria, first non-Jews baptised
8.14-25 Peter & John to Samaria (Simon Magus)

Samaritans receive Spirit after hands laid
8.26-40 Philip south to meet eunuch, then to Caesarea
9 Saul to Damascus, conversion, house of Judas, 

Ananias sent to Paul – Paul’s commission
Paul preaches in Damascus to Jews
Spends time in Arabia Gal1.15-18

9.25-29 Life in danger, to Jerusalem, meets apostles
9.29-31 Life in danger, to Caesarea, Tarsus
9.32-10.47 Peter, to Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea – Cornelius et al 

receive Spirit before baptism and hands laid
11.1-18 First circumcision controversy
11.19-26 Barnabas fetches Paul to Antioch
11.27-30 Paul & Barnabas visit Jerusalem with alms
12.25 Return to Antioch
13.1-14.24 First missionary journey
14.25-28 Back to Antioch, stay about 2 years

Peter comes to Antioch Gal2.11-
15.1-2 Circumcision controversy

Paul writes Galatians
15.2- Jerusalem conference
19.1-8 Disciples receive Spirit only after hands laid

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Assembly
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/why-does-the-israeli-knesset-have-120-members/
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End of Apostolic period
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Chronology of Paul’s ministry

Event / Letter Date Emperors

Church founded 30 or 31 AD Tiberius (14 – 37 AD)

Conversion 34 AD

Peter & Cornelius 39 / 40 AD? Caligula (37 – 41 AD)

Galatians 49 AD Claudius (41 – 54 AD)

Jerusalem Conf 50 AD

1 & 2 Thes 51 AD

1 Cor Early 56 AD Nero (54 – 68 AD)

2 Cor Late 56 AD

Romans Winter 56 / 57 AD

Ephesians Sep-Oct 60 AD

Col & Philem Sep-Oct 61 AD

Philippians Mar-Apr 62 AD

1 Timothy 62 AD

Hebrews(?) Winter 63 / 64 AD

Titus 66 AD

2 Timothy 67 AD

Execution Spring 68 AD Nero suicide

Jerusalem destroyed Sep 70 AD Vespasian (69 – 79 AD

Christians no longer permitted in synagogues

Other
Gospel according to Matthew

● “as many of Matt as all other doc’s 
combined”

Mark: spends time with Peter & Paul

Arrest Autumn67
Judah revolt

Great Rome fire

First Roman imprisonment Feb60 – Mar62
End of Acts

?
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Paul’s ministry and his odd(?) behaviour

Jesus chose him to minister to the 
Gentiles (Acts)

9.15-16 The Lord tells Ananias

13.2 Spirit instructs to set Paul (and 
Barnabas) apart for this ministry

13.46 “we are turning to the Gentiles”

15 Jerusalem conference

18.6 “from now on I shall go to the 
Gentiles”

.18 He is keeping a vow

.19 argues with Jews in synagogue

.21 “I must by all means keep this feast in 
Jerusalem”

23 – 26 Lead up to first imprisonment in 
Rome

.29 accused of violating Torah

Before Agrippa “an expert in the Law”
His life is open book (26.26)

His persecution of the Church

Why he changed

They cannot find a valid cause (26.30-32)

Defence in Rome
28.17-19

.20 strains of Rom9-11

.23 what Paul preaches

.25-27 cp. M13.13-16

Is this why Acts ends here?

Circle is closed

.31 allowed to preach in prison

Paul in prison
Converts in Nero’s household (Phil4.22)

Maybe even Captain of the Guard

Other interesting point
Neither John Baptist, Jesus, Peter or Paul 
require soldiers to leave their profession
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The development of Scripture

A.D. 45–85? Books of the Greek New 
Testament written

90 and 118 Councils of Jamnia give final 
affirmation to the Old Testament canon (39 
books)

140-150 Marcion’s heretical “New Testament” 
incites orthodox Christians to establish a NT 
canon

303-306 Diocletian’s persecution includes 
confiscating and destroying New Testament 
Scriptures

c. 305-310 Lucian of Antioch’s Greek New 
Testament text; becomes a foundation for later 
Bibles

367 Athanasius’s Festal Letter lists complete 
New Testament canon (27 books) for the first 
time

397 Council of Carthage establishes orthodox 
New Testament canon (27 books)

c. 400 Jerome translates the Bible into Latin; 
this “Vulgate” becomes standard for medieval 
church

For over a thousand years (c. AD 400–
1530), the Vulgate was the definitive 
edition of the most influential text in 
Western European society. Indeed, for 
most Western Christians, it was the only 
version of the Bible ever encountered. 
The Vulgate's influence throughout the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance into 
the Early Modern Period is even greater 
than that of the King James Version in 
English; for Christians during these times 
the phraseology and wording of the 
Vulgate permeated all areas of the 
culture.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgate 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Modern_Period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_James_Version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgate
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Reading Galatians

Some things to keep in mind
“we” vs. “you”

“we” = Jews

“you” = Gentiles

“the flesh” vs. “the spirit”

State of being - un/converted

Less obvious
See the distinction between 

“Law” = [torah]

“law” = any law – of Gentiles / nature

Under law or free – (law = Law or 
law)

Look for
The Spirit in the argument

Absent before 3.2

Dominant from 3.2

Plays significant role in all further 
letters

e.g. Spirit called “Lord” 1Cor3.17-18

“sinners”

“we” are not

“you” are

Why?
Has to do with who was part of Covenant 
or not (i.e. state / condition / “being”)

“righteousness” is decided by whether 
one is part of Covenant

In this New Covenant = Old Covenant!
i.e. has to do the condition / state / 
position, not what you do
THUS 
“saints who sin” vs. 
“sinners seeking to be saints”
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Galatians synopsis

1.1-5 Intro
Christ’s purpose:

Give Himself for our sins

Deliver us from present evil age

Phase 1: 1.6-12
Paul’s anger at the distortion of the Gospel

Phase 2: 1.13 – 2.21
Starts with evidence from experience

His own (1.13-2.10

Titus not required to be circum. (2.3)

Peter’s (2.11-15)

Then evidence from reason (2.15-21)

It is faith that we are in Christ that justifies us, 
not the works (doing) of the Torah

We have been crucified with Christ (dead) – 
Torah killed Christ, and us!
Thus Torah has no hold over us any more, 
even in “the flesh” - 
since JC has taken up the flesh!

If I return to Torah (“rebuild”), I nullify grace, 
and Christ’s death was a waste, of no value

Phase 3:1 – 5.12
Starts with their experience

When did they receive the Spirit?

Before or after they were required to be 
circumcised?

It was their faith

And Abraham’s

When did he receive the promise?

Before or after he was circumcised?

It was his faith

Spirit = faith / Law = the flesh

Torah brought a curse (if we don’t keep it) / 
Christ redeems from the curse

Purpose of Torah (3.15-19)

Once ratified covenant cannot be annulled 
(set aside) or changed

Nor can God’s promises to Abraham

Why Torah? “it was added to make 
wrongdoing a legal offence” (Fung)

Through angels by a mediator (Moses) until 
the promised “seed” should come

(Paul will later use the metaphor of a seed to show how 
new life comes from death – the seed must “die” in order 
for the plant to grow with a new body)

[Note: is THIS what 2Pet2 esp. v20-22; Heb6.4-7; 10.26-29 is 
actually referring to? i.e. the “unpardonable sin” cp. Mt12.31]
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Galatians synopsis (cont’d) 

Phase 3 cont’d 
Torah’s purpose

Is justice, not mercy
(Mercy is only to limit retribution
fairness = “eye for eye, ...”)

Protection of rights, not enablement
No prizes for keeping Torah(/any law)
Except for the benefits that are 
protected

But it even has glimmers of better to 
come

Jesus example

He counteracts laws (of nature)

Corrects harm done by law enforcement 
(miracles)

Weaker overcomes stronger (e.g. Moses 
arms held up, Judges, David and Goliath)

Ill health due to laws of nature violated

Love covers (forgives: sets aside) and 
restores (God’s objective: restoration of 
image)

A mediator required 3.20-22

God wished it differently

Sin made it necessary

OC: mediator is Moses

NC: mediator the man Jesus (1Tim2.5 – God 
Himself!) 

Mediator’s role: to influence sentence
(Moses for Israel Ex32,34; the Cross)
to satisfy / soften the requirements of Torah

The Scripture by Torah imprisoned us (for 
sin) / restricted us (for good) 3.22-25

A yoke (5.1)
Lightens the load, but… enslaves!

Oxen have no choice, can be controlled by a little 
child

Tutor [paidagógos] “a slave who had charge of the 
life and morals of the boys of a family, not strictly a 
teacher”

But now, are no longer in prison / under tutor 
3.26 – 4.7

The prison / tutor has been replaced by the Spirit

This achieved through God becoming man

So through the Son / the son; we may become 
sons
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Galatians synopsis (cont’d) 

Phase 3 cont’d 
Our state has changed (4.7)

The conflict between states (4.8-11)

You observed days, seasons, etc.

Does God keep these? Does He fast? (cp. 
Mt9.14)

Paul’s experience with them (4.12-21)

Regardless of my weaknesses and issues, 
you accepted me, no, much more than that!

My objective was to free you for Christ, you 
intuitively recognised that

They want to gain control over you, for their 
own gain through (the old tools of money, sex 
and power). Beware of them.

Hagar vs. Sarah (4.21-31)

Sinai = Hagar (sent away)

Free = Sarah (received)

Freedom (5.1-12)

Why take on a yoke again?

Circumcision = keeping the whole Torah

A little leaven (Torah), leavens the whole lump

Freedom (5.1-12) cont’d

I am sure though, that you will be led by the 
Spirit to see this

But some will say: he preaches circumcision 
(at some point Paul agrees for Timothy to be 
circumcised)

If I am doing this, then why are they persecuting 
me?

Key point:
5.6 Circumcision or keeping Torah is nothing! 
(repeats in 6.15)

If you keep the Sabbath as a day of rest, 
follow the dietary laws for health, follow the 
Sabbatical cycles, good for you

If you follow any other laws because they are 
good, or because of your culture, GREAT!

BUT!!!!!

If you do them because they are required

Because they are necessary to be a Christian

If you force / require others to keep them for 
this reason
THEN: WOE TO YOU!

Why stop there, why don’t you just go all the 
way and castrate  yourself – you are are 
there any way – you have castrated yourself 
from Christ (5.11-12; 6.12-15)

If you choose to keep Torah to be justified, you are cut off 
from Christ, and you have fallen away from grace (5.4) 
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Touch points

Sinai (Old Covenant)
Pentecost

Receive the Law (Torah)

“we shall do”

Old Covenant established

Israel as Kingdom of God

Turning back / golden calf incident

Hagar (bondwoman) 4.25

The Law (Torah)
You are “in” / is in / around you (Dt6.4-9)

Defines an Israelite / Jew

Has 16 “unpardonable” sins
(requiring death penalty)

Guides, protects 

Other
Not trusting God 
(“these 10 times” Num14.22) … they shall not 
enter ...

Sabbath: their rest (Ex31.13-16)

Circumcision: sign of inclusion in Covenant

Jerusalem (New Covenant)
Pentecost

Receive Spirit

“what shall we do?”

New Covenant established

Church as Kingdom of God

Turning back / circumcision controversy

Sarah (free woman) 4.26

The Spirit
You are in / Is in you / around you

Defines a Christian (Rom8)

Has 2 unpardonable sins: blasphemy against 
Spirit (Mt12.31; Heb6.4-6; 10.29; 2Pet2.20-22)

Guides, protects

Other
Not trusting God 
works of the flesh … they shall not inherit
  

Jesus: our Rest (Heb4) 

Spirit: sign of inclusion in Covenant (Rom8)
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Walking in the fesh: symptoms (Gal5.19-21) 

Sexual sins
[porneia] sexual immorality

[akatharsia] impurity (evident because of some 

manifestation like a rash) 

[aselgeia] “conduct shocking to public 
decency” (1Co5.1) 

Religious deviations
[eidololatria] “idolatry”

Anything that takes the place of God

 e.g. God vs. mammon (Mt6.19-24) 

[pharmakeia] “substance abuse” (that cause 

loss of self-control) 

Note: is not against medicine, homeopathy, 
etc.

Can be 
Used by others to gain control over you

Imposed on the self

Relationship breakers (Mt5.21-26 progression) 
[echthrai] feelings of animosity towards God and then 
others

[eris] argumentative state of mind

[zelos] self-centred zeal (personal gain at the 
expense of others)

[thymoi] being in a continuous angry and aggressive 
state of mind

[eritheiai] selfish ambition that translates into 
factionalism, using a group to achieve personal goals

[dichostasiai] dividing up into parties with the intent 
and result in revolt and rebellion

[haireseis] choosing the wrong way consistently, 
“heresies”

[phthonoi] zeal that has become evil in intent and 
action

Lack of self control
[methai] “drunkenness / excess” (substance abuse) 
that results in destruction of property and harm in 
general. Total focus on indulging the senses.

[komoi] “orgies” - parties that completely get out of 
hand

Broad categories … 

“… and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the Kingdom of 
God. (v21 ESV) 

Recall: Jesus warned 
the Jews: they would 

not enter ...
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Instead

Life in Christ is evidenced by
The fruit of the Spirit (5.22-23)

Others will see by the way we walk 
(5.24-26)

Let your experience be evident in 
the way you treat others (6.1-6)

God has not changed (6.7)

Wrong actions result in bad 
consequences (6.7-10)
Good in good consequences

In all things focus on Christ
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Evidence from Hebrews

https://jesusisajew.org/Short/SterJNTC.php 

[nomos] = [torah] in LXX

A look at the Greek text will explain why the subject has been ignored. The 
phrase, "has been given as Torah," is my rendering of the passive, perfect-
tense verb, "nenomothetêtai." This is a compound word formed from 
"nomos" and "tithêmi." "Tithêmi" is a common word meaning "lay, put, 
place, make"; and in general - that is, when there is no specifically Jewish 
context - "nomos" may be translated "law." Thus "nenomothetêtai" in a 
non-Jewish context means simply "to make law"; when it is used in 
connection with the Roman Senate or the Athenian Areopagus (see Ac 
17:19-22aN) it is quite properly rendered "to legislate, enact, establish as 
law. …
Also, every place in the New Testament or the Septuagint where there 
appears a compound word related to "nenomothetêtai," it always has to do 
with "Torah" and never with "law.""
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Hebrews 7.11
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Some things to ponder ...

Can you see a consistency in the story that is emerging?

Where do you think this story is going to end?

The gate and path:

JESUS
The Gospel in 
His words and 

actions

Peter & Paul’s experiences 
change their perspective & 

thus teaching
(Cornelius event & means of calling)

The Gospel in 
His words and 

actions

Galatians 1Cor 2Cor Romans Ephesians1&2Thes Colossians

Philippians

https://jesusisajew.org/Short/SterJNTC.php
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So, what conclusions can we draw?

When does Paul get really agitated?
When someone makes keeping Torah 
a condition to salvation

When it is a requirement, at all

Why?
If we place Torah, or anything, before 
Christ (in place of, as a prerequisite) 
this is idolatry (and, ironically, violates 
10C1)

Because we are no longer under Torah

Resurrected Christ is not under Torah 
(as God)

How can you be under Torah if you are 
“in Christ”?

Effect 
As Jews are recognised by their 
keeping of Torah

So Christians are recognised by the 
Law of Love – in word, and deed

“In place of”
Christ is the Sabbath (Heb4)

The Holy Spirit replaces Torah

But, …
Torah (law) is good if it is used 
lawfully (1Tim1.8)
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Questions?
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